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Primary Healthcare Commission
Health Bureau, Government Secretariat

The Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
The People’s Republic of China

Our Ref.: Tel: 2205 2473
Fax: 2556 2638

14 May 2026

by email

Dear Doctors,

Training Subsidy Scheme for Primary Care Doctors

The Government is committed to the development of primary healthcare (PHC) in

Hong Kong through strengthening the PHC workforce and training for healthcare
professionals. According to the Primary Healthcare Blueprint launched in December 2022, it

- 1s aimed to ensure adequate and steady supply of PHC manpower with the necessary
knowledge, skills and attitude, embracing the concept of multidisciplinary teamwork in PHC.
As primary care doctors play an important role in providing continuous, comprehensive and
holistic health care which extends beyond the treatment of diseases, it is necessary to
strengthen their professional competencies and knowledge in key areas of family medicine to

enhance their role in the delivery of PHC services.

The Diploma Course in Family Medicine (DFM) organised by the Hong Kong
College of Family Physicians (HKCFP) covers the essential knowledge and skills for quality
care of primary care doctors. The course will commence in August 2026 and is now open
for applications. For the course details, please refer to the Annex and the website at

https://www.hkefp.ore.hk.
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To support healthcare professionals in pursuing continuing education in PHC and
enrolling in the Primary Care Directory (PCD), the Government has enhanced the training
subsidy for the DFM for 2026-27. This subsidy will be granted to registered medical
practitioners in Hong Kong who are enrolled in the PCD (hereafter referred to as “PCD
doctors”) and being awarded with the certificate .of the course subject to quotas of the training

subsidy.

PCD doctors who have joined the Primary Healthcare Co-care Network (Chronic
Disease Co-Care Scheme doctors) can apply to the Health Bureau for reimbursement of 50%
of course fee or HK$23,000, whichever is lower,'within 6 months of being awarded the
certificate, whilst PCD doctors who have not joined the Nefwork may apply for 25% of
course fee or HK$11,500, whichever is lower. Applicants shall not obtain any other public
funds or assistance under any other publicly funded financial assistance scheme for the
fees to be reimbursed for the same course. The final approval of the reimbursement is at

the discretion of the Government..

We look forward to your active participation. Should you have any enquiries
related to the training subsidy, please feel free to contact us at 2205 2549 or by email at

training.phec(@healthbureau.gov.hk. Thank you.

Yours faithfully,

(Dr Fei Chau PANG)
for Secretary for Health
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Diploma in Family Medicine (HKCFP) 2026-2027

The Board is pleasad to announce that the Diploma Course in Famnily Medicine (DF ] arganized by The Hong Koang College of Family Frysicians will
commence in August 2025, .
The course consists of FWE modules. Medules | & |1 vill ba delivared by Leczl Distznce Leaming. Madules lll, W & ¥ cansist of lectures, seminars,
tutorials, warkshops and FM cliniczl skills enhzncernents. The whele course reguires ONE yzar of pari-time stucy.
Detazils of the coursa are as follows:
1. Objectives:
i} Topravide knowledoaable, pragrmatic and structurad teaching in Family Medicine for medical practitioners
iil To ercourage professionzl devslopment of practising medical practitioners and to pravide 2n intermedizte step to fellowship qualifications in
Family Megicire .
iiil To improve standards and quality in the practice of Family Medicine
2. *Syllabus: 3
Thea course consists of FIVE cornpulsory modules. Doctors who have graduated from the course 2ra axpected to have acquired:
il Current concepts about natura of Farnily Madicine
il Knowdedge and skills in consultation, courselling and problam soking
iiil Knowledge and skills in comrmon practice procecuras 2né emergency care reguirad for geod quality family practice
) Understantings toszrds the role of Family Doctors 25 gatakespers of the healih-care systern znd in providing cest-effective primary care 1o the
comimunity

Module |- Principles of Family Medicine |Distance Learning)

Aims: 1. Learn concepts of Family Madicine

2. Understand the rols of a Farnily Doctar &nd scope of Femily Medicine

Contents: Definition of Farily Fhysicians, Family Fhysicians® Functions, Core Values of Family Medicing, Consultation, Future of Family
Medicine

Module Il - Common Problems in Family Medicine |Distance Learning)

Aims: 1. Enhance consultatien, communication 2nd prablern sabving skills
2. Ungerstand the gizonestic formulation pracess in Femily Medicine

Contents: Four clinical scenarics. Ezch clinical scenerio is further dividad into several questians covaring different ereas in gereral practice

*Module lll- Essentials of Family Medicine |Structured Seminars and Tutorials)

Aims: 1. Strangthen knowledce in Farnily Madicina

2. Understand the potential growth of Family Medicine

3. Develop resazreh &nd tezching skills in Farmily Medicine

Contents: Fractica Managarnant, Cars of Eldarly, Chronic Dissase Mznzg=ment, Anticipetary Czre, Clinical Audit & Resezrch, Mantal
Health, Musculoe-skaletzl Problams, Evidence Eased Madicine & Critical Apprzisal .

*Module IV- Clinical Updates [Updates and FM Clinical Skills Enhancements}
Aims: Acguire in-depth knowledge and practical skills in selactad specialties
Contents: THREE updzte saminars

*Module V- Practil Family Medicine |Practi@1Workshops)

Aims: Enhznce practical and comrmunicatian skills in Farnily Medicine by Practiczl Workshops in salected @razs including CFPR,
Consulition Skills, Counsalling Skills, Waornen s Health, Orthopaadic Injection and Musculo-Skeletal Madicina

Contents: Four compulsory and two elective Practical Workshops in selected 2raas including Acvancad Frimery Care Life Support
IAFCLS|, Corsultation Skills, Counselling Skills, Wornen's Hezlth, Orthepaedic Injection ané Musculo- Skelatz| Megicine

1 edules T - Vveouid be schedulad on Saturday and Sundayaftarneons.

3. Articulations:
Tha Course allows |up to 2 fixed maximum percentzge of the Course units) articulations or cross recognition of previeus Family Medicine tr2ining
pregrammes that provide learning units ecuivalent to that of the above syllabus. Participants who wish to zpply for such articulations have to
- submit evidence of relevant training together with their applicztions. Tha granting of articulations is howsver, cornplately 2t the discretion a2nd
dacision of tha Eoard of DFM.

4. *Schedule:
Thawhols course raguires ONEyear of part-time stucy.

August to October 2026 Module |

October to Decamiber 2024 Medule |l

August 202& to April 2027 Module III, IV &Y
April 2027 Final Examination

*The schedule might be affected due to unexpected circumstances and the farmat might cfenge to online platform if necessary:. Announcement would
further be made in case thera is a change of schedule and/or format.

5. Admission Requirement:
Registared Medical Practitioner with Bzchalor's Dagrez in Madicine.

6. Teaching Staff:
A panel of sxpariencad acadamic meadical professionzls in Fzmily Megicine, hospital specialists 2ng experienced Fellows or Trainers of HKCFP will
b2 invited to teach in the pregremma.
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7. Teaching Medium:

English

[Carfonese may bewsed in sorme saminars, workshops 2nd FM clinical skills enhancements|
8. CaursaFeas:

Whols course:

HKES7,000 for members of HKCFP

HKE£94,000 for non-menibers

|A discount of HK$3,000 for early bird applicationson or before 31 Mey 2026)

Ingividual Modules: Mamivers Men-mernbers
Moculz | [Distarice Leaming - Principles af Famity Magicine| 56,000 $12,000
Moculz I Distarice Learning - Commen Froblems in Family Madicina) 36,000 $12,000
Motulz Il [Structured Lectures & Seminars) 56,100 $12,200
Motuls ¥ [Upcates & FM Cliniczl Skills Enhancements) 55,800 $11,600
Mocule V |Fractical Workshops| _ $7,600 $15.200
Exarmiration £13,600 $27.200
Aéministration Fee £5,000 £10,000

All fees must be paid upon application and before commencement of the course. Fees paid are NON-
TRANSFERABLE and NON-REFUNDABLE,

9. Awards/Cradits:
il ADipleme in Family Madicine issued ty HKCFPwill t= awardad to candidates who have satisfied all the requiremnents 2nd have passed all the
raguired asszsements 2nd tha Final Exzminatior.
il The Diplernz is 2 Quotable Qualifiction of the Medizzl Council of Heng Kong.
il Up 1050 CMEand 10 CPD cracit paints will 2lso be awardad to cantidatss upan satisfactory completion of tha Courss by the QAE A Cornrnittaz
of HKCFR

10, Application Procedura:
Applicationsare now open.

A carnplztet application form rmust b= returned to The Hong Kong College of Family Fhysicians with the following:

il Phetocopy of tha currant Annual Practising Certificate;
iil A recant photo of the 2pplicant [pasr«pnrt sizel;
jiil Asignad “Disclzimar of Lizbility™;
ivl An administration fz= for pplication of HK$2,000 by cressad chague p:;atle to "HKCFP Educatmn Limited". Thiz feeis non-refundzble;
v) A Course Fae of HK347,000 [or HKE94,000 for non-mermbers) I:r,' croseed chaque peyzble to "HKCFP Education Limitec™. This fz= is non-
trensfarzble 2ng non-refundabls.
‘Bwery successiul zpplicant will be natified by an official latter of adrnission.
Infermation and application forms can be obtainad from the College or can be downlozded at the Collegs website (http v hlcip.org.hk].
Mernibers whao wera not 2émitted in the coursa in 2025 hava to sand in their application again if thay want 1o study the course this wzar. Flzase
cortact the Collegs secretariat, Ms. Alky Yo 3t 2871 8399 for 2ny gueries.

Tha aligibility of candicates is subject 1o the final 2pproval of the Board of Diplarna in Family Medicire.

11. Application Deadline: 30 June 2026

Comments From Former DFM Graduates

- "The Contant iz usaful in daily practica. | can have hands-on practical skills. | zzn polish ry commurnicetion skills during the lecturas &
workshops.”

- "l can undarstzng the rola of Family Physicizrs 25 gatekeepers of health-care systern 2neé bettar know bout their role in the socisty.
lalso acquire the skills on critical appraisal.”’

- “There ara sessions of cliniczl updates for updating knowsdados. Modula 1, I8 & NIl oould help improve rry krowledge. Mnm_le I, 1 & Wl coulé
improve my ndersnging of Family Medicine, The sessions in consultztion zreimzluzble inimproving my communication kills.”

.. | -
Course gpilabus a

APCLS Tralmng Wcrk:.hop Warnen's Health Weorkshop Orthopaedic InjectionWarkshop Musculoskelstal Workshop
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